Microsoft SharePoint Evaluation
Microsoft's SharePoint family of products and technologies is now in its third major release, with Windows SharePoint Services (WSS) moving to version 3.0 and the server product (formerly SharePoint Portal Server) becoming Microsoft Office SharePoint Server (MOSS) 20xx. Both components have undergone major changes, some of which reinstate capabilities lost in the move from SharePoint 20xx. For example, one update brings back the document management features of the first version that were omitted from the second. Indeed, much of what has changed is a move back toward richer content functionality after 2007's focus on the portal space. However, portal features have also been added, such as a new site manager, along with a host of content-related improvements, like policy-based document life cycle controls, enhanced search, forms services and workflow, business intelligence, rights management, and a modest start at records management, e-mail archiving and Web content management (replacing Microsoft Content Management Server 2007).

Functional requirements are supported by the document management toolset as assessed in MOSS. Microsoft provides basic document management (DM) capabilities through MOSS 2007 with strong integration with Microsoft Office 2007. DM functionality includes the ability to check in/out files and control versions. Security is implemented at the document level with the options to read, contribute, design or execute full control over files. 

To manage records in Office SharePoint Server 2007, site designers and records managers plan, create, and implement a Records Center site. This site, based on the Records Center site template, contains features you can use to implement your file plan and manage the records while they are being retained. As the needs grow, MOSS can be extended using various Partner add-ons if additional functionality has not already been released by Microsoft through application updates or service packs.

The implementation of more complex version control, security options and processing rules requires the implementation of third party components. 

	Evaluation Scores for SharePoint

	Evaluation Criteria
	Microsoft SharePoint

	Functional Criteria

	Policy Flexibility
	L
	Primitive controls, requires extensive administration

	Flexible Technical Controls
	L
	Primitive controls, requires extensive administration

	Encryption Capabilities
	H
	Very good broad native and third party capabilities

	Audit Capabilities
	M
	Limited out of the box auditing integration

	Report Capabilities
	M
	Limited out of the box reporting integration

	File Processing Capabilities
	H
	Very good flexible file processing integration

	Revocation Capabilities
	L
	Microsoft centric IRM best practice, not necessarily Enterprise adaptive

	System Interface Capabilities
	L
	Predicable portal collaboration centric to Microsoft, SharePoint, etc.

	System Criteria

	Indexing Capabilities
	H
	Good Microsoft centric file indexing support

	Authentication Capabilities
	H
	Very Flexible Active directory friendly authentication mechanisms

	Product Maturity
	L
	Mature collaborative tool but not Enterprise IRM centric

	Management Capabilities
	M
	Product details do not clearly align with IRM best practices and processes

	Performance
	Inc
	

	Product Transparency 
	M
	Vendor good documentation but does not align with IRM best practices

	SDK/Customizable
	H
	Very good API solution, adapted by many third party vendors

	Workflow Capabilities
	M
	Primitive controls not clearly aligned with IRM best practices

	Vendor Criteria

	Stability
	H
	Strong vendor stability

	Professional Services and Integration Capabilities
	H
	Excellent Internal / external integrators customization due to complexity 




