
Basic Web Server Retrieval Interactive Sample Process
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Web Browser

The browser accepts commands in 

the location bar

User request documents from

http://www.craigslist.com/index.html

The client¶s Web browser will 

translate it into a connection to

http://www.craigslist.com/index.html  

with the following

HTTP 1.1 request: Get / info/

info.html

HTTP/1.1 Host www.craigslist.com 

Web Server looks for the document in 

the files Directory

Web Server Returns document 

data to Web Browser

The Web Server will then read the 

file. If it exists and send a 

response to the client¶s Web 

Browser. The Response will 

describe the content of the file 

and contain the file itself.

Web Server retrieves documents 

from the files directory

Files Directory

The Web Server on www.craigslist.com  will 

append the given path on the path of it¶s root 

directory.

/public/www/documents

The result is the local file system resource:

HTTP 1.1 request: Get / info/info.html
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Web Server


Web Browser


The browser accepts commands in the location bar


User request documents from
http://www.craigslist.com/index.html


The client’s Web browser will translate it into a connection to
http://www.craigslist.com/index.html  with the following
HTTP 1.1 request: Get / info/info.html
HTTP/1.1 Host www.craigslist.com 


Web Server looks for the document in the files Directory


Web Server Returns document 
data to Web Browser


The Web Server will then read the file. If it exists and send a response to the client’s Web Browser. The Response will describe the content of the file and contain the file itself.


Web Server retrieves documents 
from the files directory
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Files Directory


The Web Server on www.craigslist.com  will append the given path on the path of it’s root directory.

/public/www/documents

The result is the local file system resource:
HTTP 1.1 request: Get / info/info.html
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